36    CONSTITUTION OF EASTERN CHURCHES
United bodies. These are governed by a local hierarchy
under the control of the Papal See, but preserve almost In-
tact the ritual, discipline, and customs of the churches from
which they have severally seceded. These churches are the
Greek Catholic Melchite Church, the Chaldean or United
Nestorlan Church, the Armenian Catholic, Coptic Catholic,
Abyssinian Catholic, and Syrian Catholic Churches. In the
fourth category the Maronlte or the ancient national church
of the Lebanon stands alone. Resembling the Uniate bod-
ies in the terms of its submission to Rome, it differs from
these in being the only example of a heretical national church
that has thus submitted in its entirety. There are Grego-
rian Armenians and United Armenians, Copts and Coptic
Catholics, and so forth through the list; there are no non-
united Maronites.1
In our present study we are concerned with only five out
of these thirteen churches, namely, the Holy Orthodox or
Greek Church, the Greek Catholic Melchite Church, the
Maronite Church, the Old Syrian or Jacobite Church, and
the Syrian Catholic Church. Six of the remaining eight
are quite beyond our geographical pale: the Coptic, the Cop-
tic Catholic, the Abyssinian, the Abyssinian Catholic, the
Nestorian, and the Chaldean or United Nestorians. Copts
and Abysslnians have a foothold in Jerusalem, and a share
in the cult of the Holy Sepulchre, but they are practically
strangers in Syria and Palestine. In a somewhat modified
sense the same holds of the Armenians and Armenian
Catholics. It Is true that many thousand Armenians, both
Gregorian and United, are domesticated in the northern
part of Syria, but only as an overflow, as it were, of the
Armenians of Asia Minor; it is also true that the Armenian
convent at Jerusalem, with its resident patriarch accredited
to the Holy City, Is rich and influential, playing an Important
role in the affairs of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, as
well as In the Church of the Nativity, at Bethlehem, but the
1 This .list of thirteen bodies covers only the Eastern churches of
Turkey, Egypt, and Abyssinia. On page 95 may be found the names
of other ecclesiastical bodies following Eastern rites in Europe and
recognized by Rome.

